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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 7374 

NOFORN 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR MY US 

SUB J : REPLACEMENT FOR AMBASSADOR KHIR JOHARI 

1. A RELIABLE MFA SOURCE HAS INFORMED US CONFIDENTIALLY THAT THE 
TOP CANDIDATE TO REPLACE AMBASSADOR TO US AND UN PERMREP 

KHIR JOHARI IS TAN SRI ZAITON IBRAHIM BIN AHMAD SECRETARY-GENERAL 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS SINCE JUNE 1, 1971. OUR SOURCE EMPHASIZED, 
HOWEVER, THAT IT IS STILL POSSIBLE THAT A POLITICAL CANDIDATE 
WILL BE NOMINATED BY THE PRIME MINISTER WHO HAS NOT MADE HIS FINAL 
DECISION. 

2. COMMENT: ZAITON IS, OF COURSE, A TOP PROFESSIONAL. HIS 
DIPLOMATIC EXPERIENCE STRETCHES BACK TO 1955. INTELLIGENT AND 
PERCEPTIVE, BECAUSE OF HIS CIVIL SERVICE STATUS AND LACK 

OF POLITICAL POWER, HE COULD BE EXPECTED TO ADHERE CLOSELY TO THE 
OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT LINE. 

3. DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTED HOLD THIS INFORMATION CLOSELY. 
UNDERHILL 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 DEC 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MartinML 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975KUALA07374 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750441-0490 
From: KUALA LUMPUR 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751224/aaaaavek.tel 

Line Count: 50 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MartinML 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 JUL 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <19 NOV 2003 by MartinML> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REPLACEMENT FOR AMBASSADOR KHIR JOHARI 
TAGS: PFOR, MY, US, (TAN SRI ZAITON IBRAHIM BIN AHMAD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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